
The Swan Centre @ Strand on the Green Schools 
 

Criteria for Admission 
 
 Children will have an Education, Health and Care plan  
 Children will be aged between 4-11 years with an ability in some areas within the 

broad average range  
 Children will benefit from progressing towards spending an increased amount of 

time in the mainstream classroom  
 Children should be able access a modified national curriculum.  
 ASD may have affected children’s learning in other parts of the school day but in a 

specialist setting it is expected that children will make appropriate progress in 
some areas. 

 Education Psychologist may have advised that child is suitable for specialist centre 
 Some children may have global development delay as a secondary need. 
 
The provision is not suitable for children who have been identified with severe learning 
difficulties and/or extremely limited functional cognitive skills.  
 
Provision is not suitable for children who have had social, emotional and mental health 
identified as a primary need. 
 
Hounslow Local Authority will consult with the school before securing individual 
placements and will consider the school’s comments before deciding whether to name 
the school on an Education, Health and Care Plan. 

 
Description of Need 
 
Children are likely to: 
 

 Already have ASD diagnosis.  
 Benefit from spending a larger proportion of time within the centre.  
 May have shown signs of untypical or impaired development before the age of 

three.  
 Show untypical functioning in all the three areas of psychopathology: reciprocal 

social interaction communication and restricted stereotypical repetitive 
behaviours.   

 Have an ability within the broad average range (i.e. above 2nd percentile)  
 Have long-term difficulties in the Autistic Spectrum affecting their access to the 

curriculum.  
 There should be involvement from agencies including Educational Psychology, 

and CAMHS or the Child Development Team and Speech and Language Therapy 
confirming a diagnosis of ASD.  

 
Children will benefit from: 
 

 Being taught in a well-structured environment which follows the TEACCH 
principles and offers consistency, routine and a focus on independent skills.  

 A high level of visual support in their environment and minimal sensory 
distractions.  



 Small group teaching and be able to demonstrate some group attention. 
 

Children will: 
 Have already shown that spoken language is their main method of 

communication.  
 Have communication difficulties such as, difficulties with verbal comprehension, 

understanding abstract language and non-literal language, and may have 
restricted or unusual use of language. They are likely to have difficulties with 
social language. 

 Need regular social communication skills to develop their communication and/or 
use of language.  

 Have difficulties with social interaction such as, not initiating or avoiding contact 
with others, inappropriate social behaviour and difficulty in regulating emotional 
behaviour.   
 

Behaviour 
 

 There should be evidence that the child’s ASD is affecting their social and 
emotional development such that it is causing anxiety or social problems.   

 There may be evidence of sensory impairment and some children will benefit from 
input from an Occupational Therapist. 

 Children will have difficulty in understanding what is expected 
 Children can be self-directed in what they want to do and therefore need support 

about what is to be expected in learning situations and social interaction 
 
Children who have been assessed as displaying the following types of behaviour over a 
sustained period (i.e. at least a term) are not likely to benefit from a SEN centre 
placement: 
 
Persistent challenging of authority 
 
 Regular and sustained aggression or threat of aggression towards others, including 

violence and assault 
 Expressed desire to harm others for reasons of self-esteem and/or status, including 

through psychological intimidation or bullying behaviour 
 Behaviours which seek to exploit weaknesses in others and to control situations, 

including regular use of targeted and abusive language 
 Persistent inability to manage own anger 
 Active and sustained resistance to new ideas and concepts 
 Severe and regular damage to property 
 Refusal to engage with learning 
 Non-compliance with requests, rules and routines 
 Extreme hyperactivity and inability to concentrate 
 Long-standing difficulties in collaborative and independent working 
 Highly inappropriate sexualised behaviour, including a preoccupation 

with sexualised matters and language. 
  

Self-help skills 
Children can be self-directed and therefore need support in learning situations, 



developing independence and social interaction. 
 
Provision Expectations 
The provision provides: 

 an environment which enables children to feel a full member of the school, whilst 
receiving additional support for their identified needs 

 the opportunity for children in the centre to spend a significant amount of time in the 
centre if this is appropriate to their needs 

 supported access to the main school curriculum with differentiated support for subjects 
according to individual need 

 adaptations to the school curriculum and the school environment to accommodate the 
individual needs of the pupil 

 opportunities to access a quiet environment as appropriate 
 support during unstructured times, such as breaks and lunchtimes 
 a structured teaching and learning environment  
 individual and small group programmes addressing: 

 
Social skills 
Language and communication 
Inappropriate behaviours 
personal organisation 
individual strengths and interests 
flexibility to accommodate variability in pupil anxiety levels with opportunities for 
emotional development 
a peer group experiencing similar needs 
regular liaison and planning with parents 
good multi-agency support and liaison 
access to extra curriculum activities. 

Preparation for secondary school through a focus on developing independence. 
 
Training Expectations 
All teaching and non-teaching staff employed to work in the centre and the teacher in 
charge have (or working towards)appropriate expertise, experience and training 
(preferably including an accredited qualification) in working with children who have 
special educational needs, especially in the field of complex social communication 
difficulties/autistic spectrum disorders.  
 
All staff should have a commitment to continued professional development.  
 
The SEND Adviser for School Improvement and the Educational Psychologist with lead 
responsibility for ASD will be able to offer advice on this and are also able to offer advice 
and support concerning recruitment of staff for the centre. 
 
All additional members of the school staff should receive awareness raising training and 
be fully committed to inclusion of centre children in mainstream. 
 



The Speech and Language therapist will work closely with the teacher in charge to offer 
flexible support. The exact amount of speech and language therapy time allocated to 
each of the centre pupils will vary according to clinical need. The speech and language 
therapist will ensure that all the provision detailed in the Education, Health and Care 
plan of centre pupils is delivered.   
 
The Speech and Language therapist will: 
 
 Work with staff to enhance their skills. 
 Work with other centre pupils who need support, for example with setting and 

updating of language targets. 
 Provide individual and group work on language and social skills. 

Transition to Next Phase 
 
If at annual review it is agreed with the family and professionals that a SEN centre place 
is no longer needed, the 
EHC plan will be amended to reflect the change of provision and a transition plan for the 
child will need to be agreed. 
 
Upon leaving the SEN centre: 
 
 Some children may transfer to an appropriate local Junior or secondary (depending 

on national curriculum year) SEN centre. 
 Some children will transfer to an appropriate special school. 
 A small number of children may transfer to their local junior or secondary (depending 

on national curriculum year) school. 

 


